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Secretary Kissinger’s Trip 
to the Middle East 


Statement by the President Announcing the 
Secretary of State’s Trip. August 17, 1975 


I have worked many hours with the Secretary of State 
analyzing and assessing the situation in the Middle East, 
and I have now directed him to return to that region in an 
effort to bring the discussions to a successful conclusion. 

I am hopeful that the parties will successfully conclude 
an interim agreement which not only would be in the 
best interest of the parties involved, but also in the best 
interest of the entire Middle East region and indeed of 
the whole world. 

I am sure all Americans join me in wishing the Secre- 
tary of State success on this critically important mission. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Vail, Colo. 


Secretary Kissinger’s Trip 
to the Middle East 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
August 17, 1975 


Secretary Kissinger will travel to the Middle East next 
week leaving Washington on August 20. The discussions 
the United States has been conducting with the parties 
concerned, looking toward an interim agreement, have 
progressed to the point where the parties and the Presi- 
dent believe that it would be useful for the Secretary of 
State to travel to the area in an effort to bring the talks 
to a successful conclusion. The Secretary’s visit to the 
Middle East will include several Arab countries and Israel. 


NOTE: The statement was released at Vail, Colo. 


Des Moines, Iowa 


The President’s Remarks at the lowa State Fair. 
August 18, 1975 


Tue Preswent. Thank you very, very much, Governor 
Bob Ray, Senator John Culver, Representative Grassley 
and Representative Smith, Mayor Olson, Mr. Kleve, dis- 
tinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

The first thing that I would like to do is to ask the sec- 
retary of the fair, Ken Falk, to come forward. 

First, I'd like to congratulate Ken for the fine job that 
he has done with the arrangements for the fair. Since I 
don’t qualify for kid’s day, free admission, I will gladly 
give Ken my $2 to pay my way in. [Laughter] 

Mr. Fax. Thank you, Mr. President. You are a great 
sport, and you are setting a fine example for people every- 
where, both young and old. Thank you very much. 

Tue PreswenT. Governor Bob Ray, I am deeply grate- 
ful for your more than kind and very generous introduc- 
tion, and I can assure you that I will, to the very utmost, 
seek to live up to the high principles that you have set and 
the high principles that you indicated. I thank you very, 
very much, Bob. 

Let me reassure you, however, that I will make these 
remarks very short and very much to the point. If there 
is one thing Iowa doesn’t need in August, it is more hot 
air. [Laughter] 

Obviously, it is a great pleasure to be in Iowa, and as I 
look about me—at the industry, the creativity, the achieve- 
ment, the good will, the good sense, and the good humor 
of all who are here today—I can’t help but think that in 
Iowa, happiness is contagious. You catch it from each 
other. 

Flying over mile after mile of the heartland of America 
to get here this afternoon, I couldn’t help but think that 
these vast farmlands are perhaps our Nation’s greatest 
asset. The farm community, the men and women and chil- 
dren who are a part of it, are prime examples of the re- 
sourcefulness and the industry, of all that is good in this 
great land of ours. 
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What a remarkable achievement it is that less than 5 
percent of America’s population feeds the remaining 95 
percent of us, with enough left over to significantly supple- 
ment the food needs of much of the rest of the world. I 
congratulate each of you who participate in this miracle 


of abundance. You should be very proud, as we are proud — 


of you. 

I think it is amazing that in our Nation today one farm- 
worker provides food for himself and 55 others, Output 
per manhour on the farm has nearly tripled in the last two 
decades. 

There are reasons—understandable reasons—for this. 
One is the high capital investment in agriculture. Another 
is hard work by the men on the farm. And the third is in- 
dividual initiative. 

American farmers have moved very quickly to adopt 
new techniques, new machinery, and new science and 
technology. As a result, capital investment in American 
agriculture has reached more than $98,000 per worker— 
the highest in the world. In contrast, capital investment in 
manufacturing in our country stands at $55,000 per 
worker. 

The results are here to see. The productive genius of 
American agriculture provides a showcase filled with the 
bounty of our Nation’s farms. 

And I am delighted—and I thank you, too—that farm- 
ers have responded so enthusiastically to the demands of 
the market for full production. Of course, I am concerned 
about crop losses in Iowa due to the dry weather the last 
several weeks. But the general abundance of the crop in 
the Middle West shows that gains can be made from a 
policy of full production. 

Be assured—and I say this with emphasis—that this 
Administration’s national farm policy is and will con- 
tinue to be one of full production. It is good for every- 
body. It is a policy of fair prices and darn good income 
for farmers through commercial sales of their products on 
a worldwide basis. 

It is a policy not of Government handouts, but of Gov- 
ernment hands off. However—and this is equally im- 
portant—let me assure you that your Government will be 
involved when your interests are at stake. 

For example, charges have been made by some foreign 
buyers that American grain shipments on occasion have 
been of lesser quality than specified by shippers and 
weights have been under what they should be. Unfortu- 
nately, some of these charges are true, but our farmers 
are not at fault. And just as importantly, I will not per- 
mit our farmers’ integrity to be jeopardized. 

I can assure all farmers and their overseas customers 
that we will move vigorously to clean up the problem. We 
will demonstrate to the world the validity of America’s 
reputation as an honest and dependable supplier of high 
quality farm products. That’s the kind you raise in Iowa. 
That’s the kind we will ship from our ports. 

In recent weeks, a great deal of interest has been aroused 
by Soviet purchases of American grain. So far—and I 


emphasize so far—these purchases total 9.8 million tons; 
that’s about 382 million bushels. 

As you all know, the Agriculture Department’s August 
crop forecast, which was announced last week, calls for 
record crops of corn and wheat and above-average crops 
of other grains. Estimates of corn and wheat harvest were 
down slightly from the July 1 forecast because of dry 
weather. But we still expect a record crop. We are grate- 
ful, and we thank you. 

Looking ahead—and I use these words advisedly—we 
anticipate further purchases of grain by the Soviet Union. 
While our crops look good and we expect a record har- 
vest, it is still premature to confidently predict our final 
production. 

Accordingly, as Secretary of Agriculture Butz said, 
we have asked American exporters to temporarily—and 
I emphasize temporarily—delay further sales to the Soviet 
Union. 


Additional sales to the Soviet Union must be in our 
best national interest—in the interest of all Americans, 
farmers and consumers alike. We must be sure that we 
have enough grain to meet our needs and the needs of 
our traditional customers, who have consistently bought 
from us throughout the past several decades. Year in and 
year out, farm incomes are dependent on a pattern of 
expanding exports to long-term customers. 


Let me emphasize that our sales of grain and other 
foodstuffs to the rest of the world is one of the brightest 
areas of our economy. These sales ensure a firm, fair price 
for your hard work and your tremendous investment. 
These sales create jobs on the farm and in the factories 
of manufacturers and suppliers. They have given us self- 
sufficiency in nutrition that is the envy of the world. 


Last year, U.S. farm exports shipped to purchasing 
nations totaled nearly $22 billion. Since we imported 
less than $10 billion in agricultural products, this means 
we received approximately $12 billion net earnings from 
farm product trade on a worldwide basis. I think this is 
a green harvest we all understand. And we should be 
proud of it. 

Consider for a moment what would happen if that 
$12 billion of positive foreign exchange were all of a sud- 
den erased or eliminated. We would have a huge balance 
of payments deficit, our dollar would be weakened in for- 
eign markets, and we woud pay higher and higher prices 
for the many things we import every day. 

In short, our Nation’s farmers not only raise crops but 
our standard of living as well. And we are deeply grateful 
to you for that contribution to our national welfare. The 
foodstuffs that you produce and America exports are a 
dynamic contribution to a stable and orderly world. 

As the race between the stork on the one hand and the 
plow accelerates, American farm exports become more 
and more and more important. By the year 2000, world 
population could be over 61/, billion people, instead of the 
3,800 million people it is today. 


Volume 11—Number 34 





PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD. R. FORD, 1975 


This means that about 75 percent more people need to 
be fed—a massive challenge at a time when there is no 
new Western Hemisphere to discover nor any more virgin 
Iowa sod to plow. 

A sound, fully productive agriculture is a very key ele- 
ment of this Nation’s quest for peace. Let me emphasize 
that. Fully productive agriculture is a key element of this 
Nation’s quest for peace. 

The American farmer has become a vital part of this 
effort. Our agricultural abundance helped open the door 
to 800 million people on the mainland of China. It helped 
to improve relations with the Soviet Union. It helped to 
build bridges to the developing world. It enabled us to 
contribute over the past 20 years about $25 billion worth 
of food to hungry mouths throughout the rest of the world. 

We are truly a fortunate people, and the American 
farmer stands 10 feet tall in his contribution to this 
Nation’s greatness. 

Man’s future is virtually unlimited if approached with 
a spirit of optimism and openmindedness. We can be 
optimistic because of the strength you in this great Mid- 
west give to this Nation and the sustenance that you give 
to the world in all parts of the globe. All Americans, indeed 
all people, are in your debt. I thank you. 


Before I leave this wonderful audience—and it has 
been, and I thank you so much—I have a very pleasant 
assignment to perform. 

I have asked your great Governor Bob Ray to please 
join me at the podium. 

Bob, the Iowa Development Commission has been very 
successful in promoting exports of goods manufactured 
in your State. They have been so good, in fact, that the 
U.S. Department of Commerce is giving its “E” award 
to the Commission. The award is given for outstanding 
performance in promoting exports from the United States. 

I want to present it to you, Bob, on behalf of the Com- 
mission. The “E” award has been well-earned. Iowa 
manufacturers exported slightly over $200 million of goods 
to the other countries in 1960. By 1972, this had been 
more than doubled to about $575 million: 


In just 2 years—2 very short years—this has jumped 
by over 60 percent to more than $1 billion last year. Even 
though Iowa ranks 25th in population, this State ranks 
21st in the exporting of manufactured products. And 
when you add the great agricultural products or exports 
that I talked about earlier, Iowa ranks 12th out of 50 
States in the Union. That’s a great record to be proud of. 

I congratulate you, Bob, and all of you good Iowans 
for adding so much to this country’s favorable balance 
of payments and, equally important, creating more, many 
more, jobs in your great State. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:46 p.m. at the Iowa State Fair- 
grounds after visiting the 4-H Exhibit Hall at the Fair. In his open- 


ing remarks, the President referred to Richard Olson, mayor of Des 
Moines, and Jean M. Kleve, president of the Iowa State Fair Board. 


Des Moines, Iowa 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican Reception. 
August 18, 1975 


Thank you very much, Bob Ray, Chuck Grassley, Mary 
Louise Smith, John McDonald, Margaret McDonald— 
these Scotsmen seem to predominate around here—Bill 
Goodrich, Tom Stoner, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen—and I have to add a postscript—your new 
Miss Iowa is a most attractive young lady: 

Well, it is nice to be here on this occasion, but I must say, 
it has been a wonderful opportunity to come back to Des 
Moines. I have a great fondness for the people here, peo- 
ple in Iowa, and I thank you not only for the warm recep- 
tion at the State fair this afternoon but for the great 
reception here tonight. I want you to know I appreciate it. 


You know, I have been looking forward to this evening 
and particularly the entertainment part of the program 
that follows this speech. I understand that Governor Bob 
Ray and Attorney General Dick Turner are going to sing 
a duet together. It will be their favorite song, “Come 
Josephine In My Flying Machine.” [Laughter] 

But I am really so encouraged to be here tonight to 
enjoy your wonderful hospitality and especially ask for 
your help next year in making it a banner year for the 
Republican Party in Iowa, as well as across the country. 

Without question, 1976 offers a great, great oppor- 
tunity for the Republican Party to prove once and for 
all to the skeptics that it has the strength to survive set- 
backs, the resolution to rouse the Nation’s greatness, and 
the will to win elections. We can do it, and we’re going 
to do it. 

I think it is obvious to all of you the fondness that I 
have for Bob Ray, who is nearly a year into his fourth term 
and who is also serving with great distinction as the Chair- 
man of the National Governors’ Conference. He has done 
a magnificent, a superior job of putting across what I 
think is the most important thing—the commonsense 
philosophy of the Republican Party—and making it work 
here in your great State of Iowa. 

His successful administration, not one, but several, is a 
testament to the effectiveness of both his leadership and 
the sound Republican approach he has brought to govern- 
ment here in your State. 

And I must say I thank you very, very deeply for giving 
us Mary Louise Smith, who is doing an outstanding job 
as Republic National Chairman. As you know, the Iowa 
State slogan is “Iowa is a place to grow.” Mary Louise 
has definitely applied this philosophy, this thinking to the 
Republican Party nationally, and we are seeing some re- 
sults. And I thank you and congratulate you, Mary Louise. 

And in Chuck Grassley, you have a fine new younger 
Member of the House of Representatives. He may be out- 
numbered—what is it, five to one, Chuck? [Laughter] 
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Not always because votes do count in the House, but when 
you put it on another scale, I’d rather have quality than 
quantity. 

Chuck has impressed me as well as his colleagues in the 
House of Representatives, and after spending 25 years in 
the House, I have a feel for the kind of people that will 
grow and become more and more effective. And it would 
be my judgment that Chuck fits that pattern. He started 
well, he will do better and better every year. Just give him 
some help here in Iowa. We could use those votes, too. 

I visited every State in the Union in the last 10 years 
since I became first the Minority Leader of the House 
and then Vice President and now President, so I know 
State organizations, I know the kind of people that back 
State organizations. And I think here in Iowa, you have 
a good State organization. And I wish to congratulate 
those who have been giving you the leadership and those 
who will now take over and continue that leadership. You 
are fortunate in Iowa, and I congratulate you, John, and 
those who have worked with you, Charlie. 

Now, if we are to capitalize on the opportunities ahead 
of us, we must, in my judgment, reach out to that great, 
great American majority that does the Nation’s work, pays 
the Nation’s bills, provides for the Nation’s defense, and 
obeys the Nation’s laws. That is the group that we believe 
ought to be in the Republican Party. 

You know, no matter the color of their skin, the religion 
they profess, the politics they vote, these solid, solid Ameri- 
cans who make up this vast Midwest heartland of the Rep- 


publican Party’s natural constituency—lI could feel that 
out there at the State fair today—they are the people to 
whom we must tell our story, over and over and over 
again, this year and next year. 


Once again in our party’s history our principles and our 
goals match the beliefs and, I happen to think, the aspira- 
tions of a majority of the American people. 

Republicans have always believed that too much gov- 
ernment spending has been the primary cause of inflation, 
and I have a feeling, as I travel around the country, that 
on a daily basis more and more Americans agree with 
that principle. 

Aren’t we fortunate that these people who are getting 
this new approach, this new attitude, look to the Repub- 
lican Party as their only hope. That is one reason I have 
been vetoing some of the bills that compel excessive Fed- 
eral spending. 

And quite frankly, P'll keep on doing it as long as the 
Congress keeps sending down to the White House these 
“budget busters” to me. But let me put it this way: They 
stop, I stop. It is just as simple as that. [Laughter] 

Our Republicans, as you know, have always believed in 
a strong, effective, ready national defense program. To- 
day, most Americans are convinced that a strong defense 
is the best guarantee of peace in the world, and I will do 
everything in my personal power to see that Congress ap- 


propriates sufficient funds to make sure that the United 
States, our country, always has a military capability sec- 
ond to none. 

Republicans have always believed that personal initia- 
tive and private enterprise, not a meddling musclebound 
Government, a Federal Government, are what made this 
Nation great. 

Today, more and more Americans, as I see people from 
the 50 States, are reaffirming that view. They want per- 
sonal initiative and private enterprise to be rewarded. 
Hard work and diligence are the foundation in many re- 
spects in any endeavor that we undertake. Frankly, that 
is one reason why I am trying to free American business 
from the shackles of Government overregulation, why we, 
on a daily basis, in the White House are seeking to free 
the individual citizen from the pressures of a faceless bu- 
reaucracy insensitive to personal differences and personal 
desires. I think Republicans have always believed that lo- 
cal control over local problems is better than turning to 
Washington for every single solitary solution. 

Today, after nearly 40 years of seeing reruns of ““Wash- 
ington Knows Best,” in the halls of the Congress and else- 
where, the American people are ready for a fresh start. 
And we are going to give it to them. 

That is why I have proposed what we call a new 
agenda for America’s future. And I ask the American peo- 
ple through what we hope to do in a series of community 
meetings around the country, I ask the American people 
to help me write that new agenda. 

There is a message I think we have to get across to our 
fellow citizens, a message that says loud, that says clearly, 
“Republican government is common sense government; 
it is the most effective government.” A message that says, 
“Republicans stand for and work for the very same things 
that the majority of Americans believe in.” And finally, a 
message that says, ““We can win the elections of 1976 from 
the courthouse right here in Des Moines to the White 
House in Washington. Let’s do it.” 

If we broaden our party, bringing in to join us those 
who have a philosophical agreement with us—and I think 
we must—opening our door wide to all Americans rather 
than opening it just a crack for a few, if we work together 
for a common victory, as we must, rather than working 
against each other for sure defeat, I am convinced that 
1976 can be a great election year for all of us. 


Together, you know, there is so much that we can do 
for our party, for the American people, but primarily for 
our country. Let’s get to work. Let’s get it done. Let’s 
make sure 1976 is a banner year. And let’s make sure, let’s 
make certain that that banner says, “Republican.” 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:14 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom at 
the Hotel Fort Des Moines. In his opening remarks, he referred to 


Iowa State Republican Chairman John McDonald and Mrs. 
McDonald. 


Following the reception, the President attended a Republican 
dinner at the Hotel Fort Des Moines. 
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AMERICAN LEGION 


The President’s Remarks to the Legion’s 57th National Convention in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota. August 19, 1975 


Thank you very, very much, Commander Jim Wagonseller, Governor 
Anderson, Senator Humphrey, Congressman Quie, Congressman Hage- 
dorn, Mrs. Kubby, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


As a fellow Legionnaire of 30 years and as a member of the Furni- 
ture City Post Number 258, I am proud to be here with all of you as a 
fellow Legionnaire. I am proud of the organization, locally, nationally, 
and otherwise. 

I strongly commend the American Legion for its constant patriot- 
ism in peace as well as in war. This great organization has given life and 
meaning to our motto, “For God and Country.” As President, I salute 
you and say for all Americans: Hang in there! 

I am very, very happy to have this opportunity to talk with my fellow 
Legionnaires about two things which the American Legion has always 
held dear: freedom and peace—for our country and for the world. 

Freedom always comes first. Let there be no doubt about that. Patrick 
Henry answered that question for all of us some 200 years ago. The 
Marines, the seamen, and the airmen who rescued the Mayaguez gave 
the same clear answer which was heard ’round the world. All Americans 
are terribly proud of their success. 

But in today’s world of technological terror, with weapons of awe- 
some sophistication and destructiveness, it is difficult to see how freedom 
as we know it could survive another all-out war. It is even questionable 
whether a free society such as ours could survive an all-out, unrestricted 
arms race. 

We are, therefore, confronted with this dilemma that has faced the 
American people and their Government since the postwar Administra- 
tions of Presidents Truman and Eisenhower. The question is this: How 
do we preserve, protect, and defend our freedom and that of our allies? 
How do we advance the cause of freedom worldwide? And how do we, 
at the same time, preserve the general peace and create conditions that 
reduce the chances of war? How do we control the tremendous cost of 
maintaining the capabilities required for a potential major war? 

These are exceedingly difficult questions to answer. At times, we have 
come perilously close to a major military confrontation. We have suf- 
fered some serious setbacks. And we are still unable to resolve some dan- 
gerous conflicts festering on nearly every continent in the world. 

But we have prevented world war III. We have preserved civiliza- 
tion. Few who remember the immediate postwar period after World 
War II would say that the world is not calmer and better off today than 
it was. 

The free world, as we define it, is essentially intact after 30 years of 
uneasy peace between the super powers, instability in former colonial 
areas, and sporadic outbreaks of local and regional violence. And three 
decades of imperfect peace have permitted unprecedented gains in pro- 
ductivity and economic progress for much of mankind, including the 
United States. 
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Some fundamental lessons were learned in this period. They must 
not be forgotten. 

First, the military might, the material strength, and moral purpose 
of the United States were absolutely essential to achieve the present level 
of international stability. They remain absolutely essential. We are still 
the principal defender of freedom throughout the world. 

Second, our enormous defense capability and its economic base have 
been reinforced by the growing resources of our allies in Europe and in the 
Pacific and by the increasing interdependence of industrial democracies 
in both military and economic areas. They must continue. 

Third, the policies of five American Presidents before me for strong 
national defense, for reduction of East-West tension and the threat of 
thermonuclear war, and for the bolstering of our essential allies have had 
the unswerving and nonpartisan support of the Congress and the Ameri- 
can people. I will continue to seek that support. But today I ask you, my 
fellow Legionnaires, to help me achieve that objective, and I know that 
I can count on your support. 

We share a very deep concern over the cracks now appearing in the 
foundations of essential national unity on defense and foreign policy. 

Without a clear consensus among 214 million Americans, the role of 
the United States as the champion of freedom and peace throughout the 
world would be crippled—crippled very seriously, if not fatally. The 
ability of a President to carry out his constitutional duties would be dan- 
gerously diminished. The temptation to potential adversaries to take 
advantage of any apparent weakness, disunity, and indecision could be- 
come irresistible. With your support and that of other Americans, my 
Administration will give them no such temptation. 

George Washington, our first President, said the best way to preserve 
peace is to be prepared for war. In one way or another, each of President 
Washington’s successors has repeated that truth. Unfortunately, we have 
historically ignored it. We have abruptly demobilized after every war, and 
the next generation—the next generation of Americans—paid very dearly 
for this folly. I see some danger signs of our doing it again, with the stakes 
infinitely higher than ever before. 

That is why I say to you, I am determined to resist unilateral dis- 
armament. I am equally committed to keeping America’s defenses second 
to none. 

Now that Americans are no longer fighting on any front, there are 
many sincere but, in my judgment, shortsighted Americans who believe 
that the billions for defense could be better spent for social programs to 
help the poor and disadvantaged. 

But I am convinced that adequate spending for national defense is 
an insurance policy, an insurance policy for peace we cannot afford to be 
without. It is most valuable if we never need to use it. But without it, we 
could be wiped out. 

Certainly the most important social obligation of government is to 
guarantee all citizens, including the disadvantaged, sufficient protection 

of their lives and freedoms against outside attack. Today, that protection 
is our principal hope of peace. What expense item in our Federal budget 
is more essential? 
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This is one place where second best is worth nothing. The proportion 
of Federal spending for national security and the proportion of our gross 
national product going for defense requirements have declined in recent 
years. The dollar figures in the Federal budget go up, but simply because 
of inflation. But the weapons we can purchase and the personnel we can 
afford have declined. 

During the Vietnam war, defense spending concentrated—and 
properly so—on current combat requirements, shortchanging our long- 
range research and development efforts. If our technological lead is not 
rapidly recovered, this could be fatal to our qualitative superiority in the 
future. Scientific progress in the Pentagon must be an equal partner with 
the best in personnel and the best in weapons in maintaining peace and 
deterring war. 

Our potential adversaries are certainly not reducing the levels of 
their military power. The United States, as a result, must be alert and 
strong, and it will be. The defense budget which I submitted for fiscal year 
1976 represents, under these circumstances, the bare minimum required 
for our national security. I will vigorously resist all major cuts in every 
way I can, and I hope I have your help. 

For the next fiscal year—1977—I honestly and sincerely hope to hold 
down our spending on nuclear forces. This tentative judgment is con- 
ditioned on real progress in SALT II. But the Congress and the American 
people must realize that, unless agreement is achieved, I will have no 
choice but to recommend to the Congress an additional $2 billion to $3 
billion for strategic weapons programs in current and coming fiscal years. 

In recent weeks, there has been a great deal said about the subject of 
détente. Today, let me tell you what I personally think about détente. 

First of all, the word itself is confusing. Its meaning is not clear to 
everybody. French is a beautiful language, the classic language of diplo- 
macy. But I wish there were one simple English word to substitute for 
détente. Unfortunately, there isn’t. 

Relations between the world’s two strongest nuclear powers can’t be 
summed up in a catch phrase. Détente literally means “easing” or “relax- 
ing,” but definitely not—and I emphasize not—the relaxing of diligence 
or easing of effort. Rather, it means movement away from the constant 
crisis and dangerous confrontations that have characterized relations with 
the Soviet Union. 


The process of détente—and it is a process—looks toward a saner and 
safer relationship between us and the Soviet Union. It represents our best 
efforts to cool the cold war, which on occasion became much too hot for 
comfort. 

To me, détente means a fervent desire for peace—but not peace at 
any price. It means the preservation of fundamental American prin- 
ciples—not their sacrifice. It means maintaining the strength to com- 
mand respect from our adversaries and provide leadership to our friends— 
not letting down our guard or dismantling our defenses or neglecting our 
allies. It means peaceful rivalry between political and economic systems— 
not the curbing of our competitive efforts. 

Since the American system depends on freedom, we are confident 
that our philosophy will prevail. Freedom is still the wave of the future. 
Détente means moderate and restrained behavior between two super 
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powers—not a license to fish in troubled waters. It means mutual respect 
and reciprocity—not unilateral concessions or one-sided agreements. 

With this attitude, I shall work with determination for a relaxation 
of tensions. The United States has nothing to fear from progress toward 
peace. 

Although we have still a long way to go, we have made some 
progress: a defusing of the Berlin time bomb, the ABM treaty, the first 
SALT agreements and progress on SALT II, the start of mutual and 
balanced force reductions in Europe, and other arms control agreements 
regarding space, the seabeds, and germ warfare. 


We have established the basis for progress toward détente and 
cooperation in Europe as a result of the summit meeting of some 35 
nations in Helsinki. But the principles we adopted there now must be 
put into practice—principles, I should say, will be put into practice. We 
cannot raise the hopes of our people and shatter them by unkept promises. 

We are now carefully watching some serious situations for indications 
of the Soviet attitude toward détente and cooperation in European 
security. The situation in Portugal is one of them. We are deeply concerned 
about the future of freedom in Portugal, as we have always been concerned 
about the future of people throughout the world. 


The reality of the Portuguese situation is apparent to all. The wishes 
of a moderate majority have been subverted by forces more determined 
than representative. We are hopeful that the sheer weight of numbers— 
the 80 percent of the Portuguese people who support the democratic 
process—will prevail in this conflict of ideologies. But they must find the 
solution in an atmosphere that is free from the pressures of outside forces. 


So far, my meetings with General Secretary Brezhnev in Vladivostok 
and Helsinki have been constructive and helpful. Future success will, of 
course, depend on concrete developments. 

Peace is the primary objective of the foreign and defense policies of 
the United States. It is easy to be a cold warrior in peacetime. But it 
would be irresponsible for a President to engage in confrontation when 
consultation would advance the cause of peace. 

So, I say to you—as I said to Mr. Brezhnev and the leaders of other 
European nations and Canada in Helsinki—peace is crucial, but freedom 
must come first. 

Those who proclaimed American independence almost 200 years 
ago asserted not merely that all Americans should enjoy life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness, but that all men everywhere are endowed by 
their Creator with such inalienable rights. 

I told the leaders of Europe that these principles, though still being 
perfected, remain the guiding lights of American policy, that the American 
people are still dedicated to the universal advancement of individual 
rights and human freedom implicit in the Helsinki declaration. 

It gave me great pride, as the spokesman of the United States at 
Helsinki, to say to both East and West: My country and its principles 
of freedom have given hope to millions in Europe and on every continent, 
and still does. 

On the other hand, I emphasize that we are tired of having our 
hopes raised and then shattered by empty words and unkept promises. 
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I reminded all there in Helsinki that détente must be a two-way street 
because tensions cannot be eased with safety and security by one side 
alone. 

Through détente, I hope that we are on a two-way street with the 
Soviet Union. But until I am certain of real progress, I must reserve final 
judgments about the defense budget and particularly our plans for 
strategic nuclear forces. 

We will, therefore, continue to seek meaningful arms agreements. 
But this will be possible only with sufficient and credible strength of 
our own and in concert with our allies. Moreover, any agreements we 
reach must be verifiable for our security. To put it very practically, that 
is, we must possess the means of making sure that they are being honored. 
The time has not yet come when we can entrust our hopes for peace to 
a piece of paper. 

Thus, another essential element of any real arms limitation, whether 
of strategic systems or conventional forces, is our own intelligence 
capability. Sweeping attacks, overgeneralization, against our intelligence 
activities jeopardize vital functions necessary to our national security. 
Today’s sensations must not be the prelude to tomorrow’s Pearl Harbor. 

I certainly do not condone improper activities or violations of the 
constitutional rights of Americans by any personnel or any agency of the 
Federal Government. On the basis of the comprehensive studies of our 
intelligence agencies by the Rockefeller Commission and by the Murphy 
Commission on the conduct of foreign policy, I will take administrative 
action and recommend legislation to the Congress for whatever must be 
done to prevent future abuses. 


Intelligence in today’s world is absolutely essential to our national 
security—even our survival. It may be even more important in peace 
than in war. Any reckless Congressional action to cripple the effectiveness 
of our intelligence services in legitimate operations would be catastrophic. 
Our potential adversaries and even some of our best friends operate in 
all intelligence fields with secrecy, with skill, and with substantial 
resources. I know and I know you know that what we need is an American 
intelligence capacity second to none. 


Finally—and this relates both to our vital intelligence installations 
and to the imperative need to strengthen key alliances such as NATO— 
let us now consider our relations with our friend and ally of many years, 
Turkey. How do you explain to a friend and an ally why arms previously 
ordered and paid for are not being delivered? How do you explain to 
your other allies the potential damage that this may cause to our NATO 
Alliance? How do you justify to the American people the loss of strategic 
intelligence data, with its attendant effect on our national security, that 
this action has caused? 


I don’t know, because I am at a loss to explain it myself. As a man 
of the Congress, and proudly so, for 25 years, the last thing I seek is 
confrontation with my friends, my former colleagues on Capitol Hill, both 
Democrats and Republicans. 

Obviously, I am troubled that the House of Representatives has 
refused to permit the shipment of arms to Turkey. But I respect the 
sincerity and the motives of those who support this position.. However, 
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I know when the bottom line of any issue is the ultimate security of the 
United States, which it is in this case, the Congress and the President 
always found a way to close ranks and to act as one. 

This does not mean that one side or the other capitulates blindly. 
Let us put this issue on the table and once again debate it, not in a 
climate of fire and fury, but in a reasoned approach based on what is 
right and what is best for America. 

I am convinced from my personal talks last month with the leaders 
of Greece and Turkey and Cyprus that their differences can be settled 
peacefully. 

We can help—the Congress, the President, and the American people. 
We can help cool the passions that caused so much heartbreak in the 
Mediterranean. 

The American political system is one of checks and balances. But 
it works best when the checks do not become roadblocks. As President, 
I need the cooperation and the full support of the Congress, which I 
know is as concerned as I am about our Nation’s security. 

Just as important, your representatives in the Congress need to 
know where you stand. They have to realize that you place America’s 
security above personal and political considerations. 

This morning I am deeply honored to have had this great opportunity 
to meet with you here in the heartland of America and to share some of 
my deep concerns and some of my personal thoughts on the future of 
our Nation. 

But talk is only the starting point, and so I ask each of you, as well as 
this great organization, to join with me in the commitment that I have 
made for the reinforcement of lasting peace and the enlargement of 
human freedom. I ask this not only for ourselves but for our posterity 
and for all peoples who pray that the torch of liberty will continue to 
burn bright. 

God helping us, freedom and peace will both prevail. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. in the Minneapolis Convention Center. In 


his opening remarks, he referred to James M. Wagonseller, national commander of the 


American Legion, and Mrs. Maurice Kubby, president of the American Legion 
Women’s Auxiliary. 





Minneapolis Minnesota I was a sophomore. It was five below zero, and that 
; stadium was very cold. I wasn’t good enough to play very 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican much, so I sat on the bench most of the time. I won’t 

Leadership Rally. August 19, 1975 tell you the score, but 2 years later you made up for it and 
beat the devil out of us. [Laughter] 

Thank you very, very much, Chuck, my good friends, Al Well, I think you know every visit I have ever made 


Quie, Bill Frenzel, Tom Hagedorn, and Mrs. Ring, and to Minnesota has been memorable, and it is without 
all of you great Republicans: 


It is a great privilege and pleasure for me to be here. 
You know, it brings back a good memory I have going 
back to 1932, my first visit to Minnesota. [Laughter] I ; 
came up here with the University of Michigan football  t° me. Somebody asked me how to get to the State capital 
team and played against some of those great football in St. Paul. What made it so amazing, it was Governor 
players you turn out up here. Anderson. [Laughter] 


exceptions. 
As I was getting off the plane at the Twin Cities In- 
ternational Airport last night, an amazing thing happened 
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Obviously, I am pleased to be with such a tremendous 
gathering of Republicans here in the great State of Min- 
nesota, and I understand from Chuck and the others 
that you have earned your way here in a tremendous 
effort in raising money for the party in your local 
communities. 

I know, from my long, practical experience in trying 
to get reelected to the Congress, the heart and the soul 
of the Republican Party depends upon what all of you do 
in your local communities. So, I thank you. I just hope 
you dor’t have to give two-thirds of that money to the 
DFL as well. [Laughter] 

But even more importantly, your individual achieve- 
ments and accomplishments must give you a great deal 
of satisfaction because you know what you have done will 
have an impact on the party locally, statewide, and 
nationally. 

It has been my experience that there is a rising tide 
of enthusiasm and a great deal of optimism as far as the 
party’s election prospects in November of 1976. 

Frankly, as I travel around the country, I like what 
I see, and I am glad to see this same spirit ..ere in Min- 
nesota today. You’ve got a great chairman in Chuck 
Slocum. I talked to Chuck, as he indicated, after he 
was selected, and it is wonderful to meet him here today. 
He is a young man with energy, talent, plenty of talent 
to spare, and no time to waste. I know he will do as fine 
a job and good a job as Bob Brown did before him. 

Now, if I could take off what I think about these 
three gentlemen in the back here—{laughter|—I’m only 
going to tell you the good things I know about them. 
[Laughter] 

Of course, Al Quie has been one of my long-time and 
dearest friends in the Congress, and he is a great Member 
of the House of Representatives. Bill Frenzel, a fine, fine, 
upstanding, effective Member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, who has done—and I am sure will do—a 
great job. And, of course, Tom, a newcomer, but I have 
had some experience in seeing newcomers. Some come 
and some go, but I can feel in Tom that he is the kind 
of a person that is going to stay there a long time and do 
a good job. 

I see among the group here today a number of your 
Republican State legislators from around the State, and 
I had the privilege of meeting many of them just before 
I came in here. They are the foundation of the Republican 
Party. The only problem you have is you need more and 
we need more in the State legislature after the next elec- 
tion. Let’s be sure that happens. 

Grassroots Republicans have traditionally been the 
real strength of the Republican Party. I don’t care whether 
it is in Michigan, Minnesota, Iowa, or elsewhere. We as 
candidates can’t get elected without the help and assist- 
ance of people like yourself at the grassroots level. 

And I am convinced, as I see this group here, as I saw 
a great group in Iowa last night, that the Republican 


Party is on the upbeat, the upswing, and I just thank you 
for being among those who started when our fortunes 
were low and our prospects were bleak. You had enough 
dedication to principle, enough dedication to what is good 
for the country to start when things looked bad and are 
willing to work as hard as you have and be successful as 
evidenced by being here. 

People in Minnesota, from my experience, are known 
for your pioneering spirit, your taste for a real challenge, 
and your ability to excel in a wide range of endeavors. 

After talking with a number of your Members of Con- 
gress over a period of time, I know that you here in Min- 
nesota are known as somewhat independent minded, and 
I am convinced that this year and next the Republican 
Party can appeal to the independent minded voter here in 
Minnesota and across the country. 

I am convinced—I am very strongly convinced—that 
the independent voter is ready for a fresh start. And that 
is exactly what we are prepared to offer them. The inde- 
pendent voter wants a sound and prosperous national 
economy without recession, without inflation, and so do 
we as Republicans. 

The independent voter wants jobs for those who can 
work and sensible help for those who can’t. The inde- 
pendent voter wants his country to achieve energy inde- 
pendence, and so do we. 

This wonderful independent voter wants a good edu- 
cation, good housing, good health care, and good food 
for his family at prices he can afford, and so do we as 
Republicans. 

The independent voter wants the scales of justice to 
balance the right of the criminal defendant with the rights 
of a law-abiding society, and so do we. 

Our crime program is aimed at domestic tranquility, 
with deep concern for the victim of crime. And the inde- 
pendent voter wants that as well. 

This independent voter—and more and more of them 
are appearing in every State of the Union—wants an 
America at peace with itself and throughout the world. 
But the independent voter knows that peace is too easily 
broken, and he knows that the surest guarantee of peace 
is a strong and ready national defense, and so do we. 

The independent voter wants relief from higher and 
higher taxes, from more and more Government programs 
intruding into his business and into his private life, from 
bigger and bigger Federal budget deficits, and so do we. 

And this above all, if I might, the independent voter 
wants America on the move again, moving in new direc- 
tions with a vision of what can be, and so do we. 

As we look toward the future, none of us can be certain 
and positive what is in store for us. But if we approach 
the future with faith in ourselves, in each other, and in 
our country, we need not fear the future’s mysteries nor 
miss its opportunities. 

We, as Republicans, and millions, millions of more 
throughout the country as independents can help create 
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a future bright with promise by our decision on election 
day, November 1976. 

I have come here to this great meeting—and it is a great 
meeting—to ask your help in getting the message of com- 
monsense government and hope for the future to the 
people of Minnesota. In one way or another all of you 
have distinguished yourselves as enthusiastic supporters 
of the Republican Party. Otherwise, you wouldn’t be here 
today. But now I am asking each and every one of you, all 
good Republicans, to go that extra mile for the party, 
indeed, if it is necessary, that extra thousand miles for 
the party. We have the principles, we have the programs 
and the people to do it. 

And what’s more, we have the year to do it—1976. 
Let’s make that a year to remember, to be remembered by 
all Republicans. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
at the Marriott Hotel. 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 


The President’s Remarks at a Republican 
Luncheon. August 19, 1975 


Thank you very, very much, Al, Bill Frenzel, Tom 
Hagedorn, George Pillsbury, and the distinguished leaders 
in the Republican Finance Organization, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

It has been a wonderful about 18 hours in Minnesota. 
We were warmly welcomed at the airport, had a wonder- 
ful meeting this morning with the news media people 
in radio, television, and newspapers, had a grand and 
wonderful reception at the American Legion convention, 
then, of course, the two meetings with the party people. 

I have always had a great affection and fondness for 
Minnesota, but the time spent here on this occasion just 
magnifies my feeling and my sentiments toward those 
from Gopherville. [Laughter] 

Speaking of the Gophers, one of the great experiences 
I have in traveling around the country is running into old 
friends. 

It is hard to believe, but back in 1932 and °33 and ’34 
I had the opportunity at the University of Michigan of 
competing against Bernie Beerman’s tough Minnesota 
football team. One of those that I competed against in 
those years was Pug Lund, and I was delighted and hon- 
ored to see Pug here on this occasion. 

Pug and I not only played against one another, but we 
were fortunate, subsequently, to play together on the 
Shrine East-West team and also in the Chicago All-Stars. 
So, we developed a friendship opposite one another and 


with one another, and Pug, it is just nice to see you, and 
I thank you for coming. 

It was also great to see an old friend and a dear col- 
league of a good many years, Ancher Nelsen, who is a 
bulwark of strength and integrity and good common- 
sense. And we miss you, Ancher, but you’ve got a good re- 
placement in Tom. 

I guess you gather from what I have been saying that 
every visit I have ever made to Minnesota has been 
memorable, and this has been no exception. 

As I was getting off the plane last night at the Twin 
Cities International Airport, an amazing thing happened 
to me. Somebody asked me how to get to the State capital 
in St. Paul. [Laughter] What made it so amazing—it was 
Governor Anderson. [Laughter] 

It is also a pleasure to be in Minnesota, the land of 
10,000 lakes. which, I understand, is now known as the 
land of 15,000 lakes. In a wav, that recount could be a 
great lesson for the Republican Party. [Laughter] 

Like those lakes, I think there are a lot more Republi- 
cans here in Minnesota than any of us realize. We just 
have to go out, find them, and get them interested and 
to the polls. 

There has been a tremendous parade of my associates in 
Washington coming to Minnesota lately. Secretary Kiss- 
inger was here last month. So was Earl Butz. I thought 
I better come out to Minnesota and find out for myself 
what was attracting everybodv to this great State. 

But what I found is really what I have known for 
years—Minnesota is one of the most beautiful States in 
the Union, has some of the friendliest people anvwhere, 
and it has some of the hardest working, most dedicated 
Renublicans that I have ever met. 

Of course. I have had some great associations with 
people from Minnesota in the House of Representatives— 
Al Ouie, who is one of my long and verv dear friends; 
Bill Frenzel, an outstanding Member of the House of 
Renresentatives, who is respected on both sides of the 
aisle: Tom Hagedorn, who is a newcomer. But I am con- 
vinced, having seen Members come and go, like Grey- 
hound buses sometimes, that Tom is going to stay for a 
long time. like Al and Bill. 

The only problem I think you have. you’ve got aual- 
ity—vou iust need a little more quantitv. [Laughter] So, 
if you could sort of add to the delegation, it would not 
only help your State, in my judgment, but it would give 
some strong support to Al and Bill and Tom. 

As I travel around the country—and I have traveled 
a bit on nonpolitical meetings—I am optimistic about the 
Republican prospects for next year’s election. I think we 
are going to have the right kind of candidates, the issues, 
the money, the workers, and, more importantly in the 
final analysis, the votes to win. But it will take a lot of 
hard work like many of you have contributed in the past. 

And if we are to capitalize on the opportunities ahead 
of us—and they are vast—I think we have to reach out 
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to that great American majority that does the Nation’s 
work, pays the Nation’s bills, provides for the national 
defense, and observes the Nation’s laws. That is our 
constituency. 

No matter the color of their skin, the religion they 
practice, the politics they vote, these solid Americans are 
the Republican Party’s bulwark of strength. They are 
the people to whom we must tell our story, over and over 
again, this year as well as next. 

And after one year as President, I am even more firmly 
convinced than ever that Republican principles are really 
what most Americans believe in. 

Specifically, as Republicans, we believe in the free en- 
terprise system and in lifting the very heavy hand of gov- 
ernment from business so that the system can work much 
more effectively. 

We believe in fiscal responsibility and in keeping Fed- 
eral spending—those levels down, which would not trigger 
further inflation. 

As some of you may recall, a few months ago when I 
took some action, I said I was going to take a firm stand 
against any increase in the Federal deficit. And it was a 
fair warning to the Congress that they had to behave and 
not spend more money than we could afford. 

We have made a little progress, but if the Congress 
doesn’t show some restraint and responsibility, there will 
be a lot more vetoes. I think they are in the best interest 
of this country. 

Obviously, I want to thank Al and Bill and Tom—I 
can’t remember whether they voted to sustain every veto. 
I’m going back and check up on it. [Laughter] But ’m 
sure they have a pretty good batting average. 

Well, as Republicans, we believe in this fiscal respon- 
sibility, and a $60 billion deficit is a big enough deficit. 
But if we don’t hold the lid, in all honesty and sincerity, 
it will be $70 billion, $80 billion, or $90 billion, and that 
just leads to further momentum and acceleration for as 
large a deficit in the next fiscal year. 

I just feel that the American people want us to handle 
their money in a responsible and effective way. So, with 
the help of good people—Republicans primarily, but a 
good many Democrats too—I think we are approaching a 
period of fiscal responsibility that’s so important to our 
Nation’s future. 

Obviously, we, as Republicans, believe in a strong 
national defense as the best way that I know of to ensure 
the peace and to deter war. An adequate military budget 
with the kind of leadership that we are getting in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marines is the best way to 
ensure our security. 

We believe in the control of our affairs at the State and 
local level—the officials who are the closest to the prob- 
lems and to the people that they represent. We think this 
is an infinitely better approach than having things con- 
trolled in Washington by a very remote bureaucracy. 


But, most importantly, as Republicans, we believe in 
the freedom of the individual and in retaining that unique- 
ness of individual responsibility. 

I think we are heading rapidly into a very, very im- 
portant campaign. Next year’s election at every level— 
local, State, as well as national—will be a critical test of 
our ability to convince a majority of Americans that Re- 
publicans care about things that concern most people 
today, that we are ready to listen to them, that we are pre- 
pared to work—and I mean work—our very hardest and 
to do our very best for them. 

It is my sincere hope and my confident belief that if 
we are successful in getting across the message to the peo- 
ple over and over and over again, 1976 can be a great 
year for the Republican Party here in Minnesota, as well 
as throughout the United States. I believe that we can 
make future years great ones for our country. I have come 
here to ask for your help in that effort. 

I want, obviously, to thank you for what you have done 
and what you are going to do. I am confident if we make 
this maximum effort—every one of us—we can share a 
great Republican victory in 1976. 

Together we can make it a banner year. Let’s make 
certain and positive that banner says “Republican.” 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
at the Registry Hotel. 


Everett McKinley Dirksen 
Congressional Leadership 


Research Center 


The President’s Remarks at the Dedication of the 
Center in Pekin, Illinois. August 19, 1975 


Thank you very much, Howard Baker, my dear friend 
Louella, Senator Chuck Percy, Senator Jennings Ran- 
dolph, Senator Roman Hruska, Governor Walker, my 
very good and dear friend, Charlie Halleck, and, of 
course, my long time friend and great helper, Les Arends, 
Mayor Waldmeier, distinguished guests, ladies and gen- 
tlemen: 

As one of the many, many Americans who knew and 
loved Everett Dirksen, obviously I am pleased to be in 
his hometown for the dedication of this great building 
in his honor. 

I wanted to be here in a very special capacity, not as 
President of the United States, not as a former President 
of the United States Senate, but as the spokesman for a 
very exclusive fraternity—minority leaders of the House of 
Representatives and the United States Senate. 
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How delighted Ev would be that the dedication coin- 
cided with your third annual Marigold Festival. This city 
really looks beautiful today with so many thousands of 
Ev’s favorite flowers in bloom. 

And as I said a moment ago, I did want to be here 
representing minority leaders. Unfortunately, as Charlie 
Halleck and I both know, our fraternity has been over- 
whelmingly Republican in recent years, though we keep 
trying to recruit more Democrats every day. [Laughter] 

We take some comfort, however, in the obvious fact 
that leading the minority in the House or the Senate is a 
much more demanding job than leading the majority. 
And, if ever a minority leader could be said to dominate 
either body, the House or the Senate, that man was 
Everett Dirksen. 

He was a power to be reckoned with, and he did it not 
by the numbers of his minority but by the sheer power 
of his unique personality, his persuasiveness, his profound 
gift for friendship, and his consummate legislative skill. 

When I was elected minority leader in January of 
1965 for the House of Representatives, Ev Dirksen was 
already the sage and the seasoned minority leader of the 
United States Senate. I was the new boy, but he never 
put me down. Instead, he took me in. 

I met almost every day and sometimes oftener with 
the master, and he taught me the trade. He knew as 
much about the House as I did, and, of course, he knew 
everything about the United States Senate. He knew every 
wheel and every cog that makes the Congress tick. And 
he knew a thing or two about some Presidents. 

In our relationship, I was the spear carrier, and, I 
must say, we used to aim some sharp ones in the direction 
of the then occupant of the White House. But Ev’s were 
always softened with a chuckle. And I suspect he was 
much more effective. 

Every couple of weeks, as has been noted by Louella, 
we would hold a two-headed press conference that became 
known as the “Ev and Jerry Show.” It really should have 
been known as “Dirksen and Company”—[laughter]— 
the “Dirksen and Company Show’”—because it is obvious, 
you know, who was the star. 

It seems that some of the legacy of homespun humor, 
left in this part of Illinois by Abraham Lincoln, was reborn 
in Everett Dirksen. He had a little quip or he had a little 
story for each and every occasion, regardless of the 
circumstances. 

He was the only politician I have ever known who 
could walk into a press conference like the prophet Daniel 
and walk out leaving the lions all purring and without a 
scratch on him. Isn’t that right? [Laughter] 

I learned an awful lot from Ev, and it’s only fitting that 
others should learn from him also. The Dirksen Research 
Center, with mementos and papers from his long and 
productive career, will enable generations of students to 
learn more about the United States Congress and how it 
works. 


The Senator believed, as you all know, the oppor- 
tunities to examine the papers and documents of top leg- 
islators were far too limited. He had an idea for a research 
center long before his death. And I agreed with him, as 
I think most of the Members of the House and Senate 
would, that the study of the Congress has been far too long 
neglected. 

Ev knew every piece of legislation, and he knew that 
every piece of legislation could have a lasting imprint on 
our:society and this country. He believed more historical 
attention should be given to the drafting and the approv- 
al of Federal legislation. With the Dirksen papers and 
those of other Congressional leaders, this great center will 
give students in many universities and colleges in this area 
a very special viewpoint on American history. 

One of the most fascinating areas of study in the Dirk- 
sen papers will be to trace just how influential a single 
dedicated man can be. His career spanned almost four 
decades and six Presidents. From the very first of the hun- 
dred days of President Franklin D. Roosevelt to Ev’s 
eventful 10 years of service as minority leader in the Sen- 
ate, Senator Dirksen participated rigorously in the enor- 
mous social and political changes of those years. 

I have sometimes wondered whether Ev Dirksen ever 
regretted that he promised his mother not to pursue a 
career on the stage. [Laughter] But he got around it by 
playing a much larger stage, and we were lucky to have 
been in his company. 

I think it’s wonderful that the tapes of Senator Dirksen’s 
speeches will be available to students, because his voice, as 
well as his presence, were part of his political magic. 

The person who knew and loved him best, Louella, his 
wife and partner for 42 years, wrote this of Ev, and I 
quote: “My husband loved life. It seemed to love him 
also. He was awed by the beauty of the flower and the 
spoken word. He could cultivate them as no other man 
could. His flowers continue to grow. His words still echo.” 

I was looking through some of my old files for some of 
Ev Dirksen’s words from the “Ev and Jerry Show” that 
perhaps I might include in my remarks here this after- 
noon. I thought maybe I could find one of his hilarious 
stories about his adventures as an Army balloonist in 
World War I or some other particularly funny observa- 
tion. 

Instead, I found a comment which Ev said he had 
pounded out on his trusty portable because he was in a 
special philosophical mood. It was in 1968, a few days 
after the assassination of Senator Robert Kennedy. There 
were riots and violence all across the land. 

Senator Dirksen wrote this, and I think it is appropri- 
ate at this time: 

The time has come to rethink our history. It should have 
emphasis in every school, church, and forum in the land. 
The legacy which is ours came from those who were here 
before us. Into this land they built their skills and talents, 
their hopes, their dreams, their tears, and their sacrifices. 
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Today, we are the trustees of America. Upon us is a two- 
fold duty. The one is to those who came before us and gave 
us this land for our inheritance. The other is to those who 
shall come after us. Perhaps—as Ev Dirksen said it—three 
words can state the whole case—dedication, discipline, 
and duty. 

I know that those words, spoken only as Ev Dirksen 
could, are somewhere in this edifice, reminding Americans 
of their continuing need for dedication, discipline, and 
duty. 

Yes, Louella, his words still echo. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:26 p.m. at the Everett McKinley 
Dirksen Congressional Leadership Research Center, a wing of the 
Pekin, Illinois, Public Library. 


White House Conference on 
Domestic and Economic Affairs 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Participants in the Conference in 
Peoria, Illinois. August 19, 1975 


THE PReswENT. Thank you very much, Bill, Senator 
Chuck Percy, Mayor Carver, members of my official Ad- 
ministration, Cabinet and otherwise: 

It is a great privilege for me to be with all of you dis- 
tinguished guests and representatives of the great area here 
in Illinois. 

Because of the emphasis on questions and answers 
rather than speeches, I am certain that this conference 
will long be remembered in the history of verbal com- 
munication. It has been said that a dialog is when you 
exchange views with a colleague and a monolog is when 
a politician exchanges views with you. [Laughter] 

Today, I think we have taken a moderate-size step in the 
direction of eliminating that monolog. And so, I come 
to Peoria, not just to be heard, but to look, listen, and 
learn. 

As a starter, I would like to tell you about the goals and 
the plans of the Administration. But I also want you— 
and I emphasize you—people of Peoria and Illinois, to 
tell me some of your feelings and some of your deep con- 
cerns about the vital issues facing us as a nation. One 
thing very certain—we have plenty to discuss. 

I have been President for only a year, but what a year 
it has been. Even though most of us would not like to go 
through it again, I think we have had more pluses than 
minuses. 

There have been some difficulties, some reverses in this 
12-month span. But America has weathered the storm 
both in foreign and domestic affairs. Once again—and 


this is the most important thing—the American system, 
the Government, the people have met the test. 

Consider for a moment the economy. Since March of 
this year, total employment has risen by 1.2 million, indus- 
trial production by 1 percent, personal income by 4 per- 
cent, and retail sales by 8.8 percent. 

Not only our economy but our political system has 
demonstrated anew the strength and the resilience that 
has made us the freest as well as the strongest and wealth- 
iest nation in the world. Where it counts, America has 
not and will not ever be satisfied with second place. 

Don’t misunderstand me. I am not saying that our 
troubles are over, that we have reached the promised 
land. But we have a darned good vehicle to get us through 
to that promised land, and it is called the free enterprise 
system. 

The job of all Americans is to help put that vehicle into 
high gear. Although most of the evidence that we see 
so far points to a healthy economic recovery, we cannot 
afford to take that recovery for granted at this stage of 
the ball game. There are plenty of problems left that 
require our prompt and concerned attention. 

Take for a minute inflation. The latest figures show 
an annual rate increase for June of just over 9 percent 
in the cost of living and over 15 percent for July in the 
wholesale price index. I think this should serve as a warn- 
ing that with the worst of the recession behind us, we must 
guard against—guard against vigorously—the kind of 
excessive new Federal spending that could trigger another 
protracted round of double-digit inflation. For my part, 
I pledge to you I will do all that I can to hold the line 
against inflationary Federal spending. 

I cannot stop a runaway Congress from voting appro- 
priations that fan the flames of inflation. But I can and 
I will continue to use my veto authority to curb the in- 
flationary spending excesses of a majority of this Con- 
gress. 

There has to be, in fact, there must be enough good 
men and women in both political parties in the Congress 
who will ban together to sustain my vetoes in the public 
interest. 


Remember—and I think this is what we often forget— 
inflation doesn’t recognize party labels. When the cost of 
living zooms upward, we all pay the price, especially the 
old, the poor, the jobless, and those on fixed incomes, be 
they Democrats, Republicans, Independents, dropouts. 
The burden is shared by everybody. Inflation is a com- 
mon enemy, and we must fight it with a common front. 

And so, each time I use the veto to battle inflation, I 
am taking, I think, a positive, not a negative step. The 
vetoes that I have exercised so far will save you—the 
public as a whole in this country, the American taxpay- 
er—an estimated $6 billion by 1977 in tax payments or 
loss of purchasing power through inflation. 
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We are talking about preserving your purchasing power 
and the value of your paycheck, your pension, your so- 
cial security check, and especially your savings. We are 
talking about your future economic stability. 

Now, I am well aware of the fact that some people don’t 
accept this argument. I respect their view, and I respect- 
fully disagree. They say, for example, that no inflationary 
price tag exists on massive Government spending. But in 
my considered judgment, they are wrong. 

In their view, the solution to all of our ills is for gov- 
ernment to spend more of your money and for government 
to regulate more of your lives. Unfortunately, their argu- 
ment for bigger government and bigger government 
spending has been accepted all too often in the postwar 
years. 

The result has been a growing and unwarranted trend 
toward Federal interference—interference in the free en- 
terprise system, interference in State and local government, 
and, as we are now beginning to discover, even interfer- 
ence in our personal lives. 

This trend must be reversed, and it will be if we have 
anything to say about it. 

Despite all the obstacles that well-meaning government 
has put in the way, the American system and the Ameri- 
can worker continue to provide us with a living standard 
that is the envy of the entire world. 

I don’t think you have to look any further than Peoria 
for proof of what I am saying. Thanks to productive, com- 
petitive industries and skilled, willing workers, the Peoria 
area turns out industrial goods that sell not only coast 
to coast but all around the globe. 

And one blessed result of this productiveness is that you 
have an unemployment rate well under the national aver- 
age. That is a fine record, one to be proud of. And you 
have achieved it in spite of, not because of big govern- 
ment. 

Let me give you just one example, if I might, before 
we get to the questions and answers. I understand there is 
a serious local concern in this area about the possibility 
of future natural gas shortages. 

Now, if this is the case, we ought to ask ourselves, what’s 
the reason. Is it because we don’t have enough known 
sources of natural gas? No. For the present at least, there 
is enough to meet all of our needs. 

The problem is not one of supply. It is one of regula- 
tion—obsolete Federal regulation that may cost this part 
of Illinois and other regions of America, in fact, 10 States, 
to be frank with you— it will cost jobs, and it will cost eco- 
nomic growth. 

But the basic problem is just this: For 20 years now the 
Federal Power Commission has been required by law to 
set artificially low prices at the wellhead for natural gas 
sold in interstate markets. The result has been that gas 
producers sell as much of their product as they can inside 
their respective State borders at free market prices, creat- 


ing shortages in nonproducing States of the Union. And 
communities like Peoria have and may well suffer. 

Believe me, this isn’t the first time I have said this, and 
I say it every time with greater feeling and determination. 
I said it as Vice President and I have said it repeatedly as 
President. I have consistently urged the Congress to de- 
regulate natural gas to expand its supply nationwide. 

It’s amazing, when you talk to Congressional Members 
from Texas or Louisiana or Oklahoma—where they have 
these abundant supplies of natural gas, but where they are 
not going to ship it across State lines to Illinois or to Mich- 
igan, to Indiana or any place else—they say we are going 
to keep it, and then we will get your factories and your 
jobs down in our State where we can sell this natural gas 
at whatever price we decide. 

It’s unbelieveable to me that the Congress has’ not 
responded in this area so that we in your area or we in 
my part of the country or elsewhere can’t get this great 
natural resource so we can have more productivity, more 
jobs, and a better country. 

But as I said, the Congress has done nothing, even 
though commonsense says it must be done and public 
opinions recently show a growing popular support for de- 
regulation. Further delay is intolerable. Even if the Con- 
gress should act this session, it will still be one or more 
winters before we could feel the beneficial results of that 
action. 

I am delighted to be here. I just had a wonderful ex- 
perience over in Pekin—the dedication of the Everett 
Dirksen Research Center. I am delighted to hear from all 
of you, to urge each of you to make your voice heard for 
the kind of free and prosperous America we all want and 
believe in. 

Freedom, in my judgment, is more than a word. It is a 
way of life, a vital, living thing. And each generation must 
strengthen and renew it or it will surely perish, as we 
have seen all too often elsewhere in the world. 

The time is now for our generation to keep this idea 
alive. We must make sure that our first 200 years as a free 
people, glorious as they have been, will only be the begin- 
ning of the American success story. Together, let us prove 
to the entire world that the American dream is best real- 
ized when we are wide awake! 

Thank you very much, and let’s go to the questions. 


QUESTIONS 


ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS 


Q. Mr. President, I am Bill Wombacher, a Peoria 
lawyer, interested in the energy field and chairman of the 
Peoria Area Chamber of Commerce. I would like to ask 
you what priorities, if any, has the White House set in 
resolving the seemingly irreconcilable difference in the 
goals of the Federal Energy Administration and the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency? [Laughter] 
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THE Present. I could take quite a bit of time an- 
swering that, but what we have tried to do is to get Russ 
Train and Frank Zarb to sit down and work together to 
make some reason and rationale out of the sometimes 
conflicting interests of a great need for additional energy 
and still the great desire to protect our environment. 

I recall very vividly some discussions we had in De- 
cember about what the auto emission standards should be. 
And we worked it out, and I want to compliment both 
Frank and Russ for doing it. Of course, we subsequently 
had a report that put a different light on the situation. But 
what I am trying to illustrate is that we have people in 
this Administration who have positions of responsibility 
who are willing to sit down and talk with those who have 
potentially conflicting interests. 

And although I think in most cases we have come out 
with a good answer, I admit there are some areas where 
we are still in some disagreement. But I know that we can 
have a responsible energy program and still not destroy 
our environment, and that is our objective. 


Q. Thank you. 


PROBLEMS OF THE UNEMPLOYED 


Q. Mr. President, Stanley Johnson, president of the 
Illinois State AFL—CIO. Labor was critical of the Admin- 
istration which you had to take over some time ago in the 
crisis of government. We commend and appreciate your 
low-key approach to that particular crisis. 

THE Present. Thank you. 

Q. Labor, as you know, was quite critical of the na- 
tional direction of governmental policy in the previous 
Administration. What disturbs us again is probably some 
of the same advisers are still in your Administration. 

Now, these advisers may have caused you to veto several 
measures. At this point, we also have to respectfully dis- 
agree with your vetoes. The recent study of the Library 
of Congress indicated some of those measures would have 
added some 638,000 jobs, the bulk of which would have 
been in the housing and building industry. As you know, 
that industry is a good bellwether of our total economy. 

Therefore, Mr. President, our question is how can we 
tell the jobless, who are not interested in theory, that they 
must continue to bear the heaviest cost of a projected 
economic turnaround, which may not help them very 
soon? 

THE Present. Well, sir, I think you have to look 
back at what the circumstances were in August of 1974. 
At that time, we had inflation of 12 to 14 percent. And 
I admit at that time we had 5 percent unemployed. But 
that high inflation rate was hurting everybody, those em- 
ployed and those unemployed. And if we hadn’t done 
something to try and check inflation, I am convinced we 
would be still in a disastrous recession. 

Now, we have had a tough time. We have had to take 
some stern measures. But the net result is we have made 


substantial progress against inflation. But the most en- 
couraging thing is—and this is what I would tell the un- 
employed—I would tell them that in the last 2 or 3 
months, the number of gainfully employed has gone up 
over a million and that the prospects are that we will 
continue to add to the total number of employed and that 
although the rate of unemployment may be higher than 
we want—and obviously it is—we will do it while we are 
able at the same time to continue to squeeze the infla- 
tionary impact out of our society. 


Now, some of these decisions, I am sure you recognize, 
are not casy. Let’s take the housing one that you spoke of. 


We recommended a housing bill. We proposed that 
some additional stimulant be given to the housing indus- 
try, but, unfortunately, the Congress added a lot of extras 
that would have had a substantial, adverse impact on our 
deficit. And it is big enough now. Sixty billion dollars 
isn’t a bad deficit by any standards, and, if we had let 
that housing legislation go through, it would have added 
significantly to it. 

I vetoed the bill, not because I didn’t want a housing 
bill, but I didn’t want a bad housing bill. The Congress 
reconsidered, took some time, analyzed the arguments 
that we presented, and they passed another housing bill. 
And that housing bill we are using and implementing. 

In fact, I asked the Congress just before they recessed 
for a vacation to appropriate an additional $5 billion for 
what we call the tandem plan to stimulate housing. 


Now, I can’t say that what we have done is the reason 
we had an announcement yesterday that there was a 14 
percent increase in housing starts over the previous month. 

Housing is beginning to go, and that is going to end 
the unemployment in the construction trades where there 
has been a very heavy and a very substantial unemploy- 
ment rate. 


But, you can’t turn a spigot and get all these things 
done overnight. It takes time and a narrow path, a very 
narrow position, to win the battle against inflation, con- 
struct a strong economy, and reduce unemployment and 
provide jobs. We are doing the best we can. 

Thank you. 


THE POSTAL SERVICE 


Q. Mr. President, I am Joe Ferstl, president of the 
Illinois Press Association. Our member newspapers are 
very much dependent upon the mail service, especially 
the second-class mails. And we fear that the posture taken 
by the Postal Service since reorganization will result in 
disaster to the free flow of information. We are, however, 
encouraged by the provisions of House bill 8603, which 
reestablishes the concept that the mails are a public service 
and that the cultural, educational, and informational 
values of the mails must be considered in setting rates for 
all classes of mails. Mr. President, do you support this 
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public service concept, and can we count on your support 
for House bill 8603? [Laughter] 

THE Preswenrt. Well, I support the concept of public 
service for the Postal Service. I support the concept. When 
I was in the Congress, we voted to move the Post Office 
Department to the Postal Service, and we set up a 10- 
year—or a 5-year span, as I recollect—for the transition 
from a non-self-supporting Postal Department to a self- 
supporting Postal Service. 

And in the interim, the Congress, at the recommenda- 
tion of the President, would recommend about, as I recall, 
$400 million a year for this public service. 

Now, the second- and third-class mail users came in— 
I think it was last year—and asked for an extension from 
the 5-year transition period to the 10-year transition pe- 
riod. And as I recall, I approved that bill. I know I voted 
for it. 

So, we have been understanding of your problem, and 
Congress this year is being asked to recommend, as I 
recall, roughly about $900 million to give public service 
support to the Postal Service. And part of this has come 
because we have extended the time span from 5 to 10 
years. 

I believe in the public service concept, but I cannot in 
good conscience, without reading the fine print, endorse 
that bill you are talking about. 

Thank you. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. 


RACE RELATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, my name is John Gwynn, the local 
and State president of NAACP. My concern is the en- 
forcement of the Federal laws that exist as they relate 
to race relations. Since race relations remain the single 
overriding issue in America, and since we have laws dating 
back to the 14th amendment, the 1954 Supreme Court 
decision, the 1964 Civil Rights Act—these are some of 
the laws that exist, with others—we are asking, Mr. Presi- 
dent, what are you going to do to make sure these laws 
are enforced with all deliberate speed? Again, I would 
like to state that we feel that race relations is being pushed 
under the rug. 


THE PresipenT. Let me say, in the first place, I just 
appointed an outstanding person in Lowell Perry to be the 
head of the Equal Employment Opportunity Administra- 
tion (Commission ). Lowell Perry is a first-class person to 
do that job, and I can assure you that in that position, 
Lowell Perry will make certain that the rights of blacks 
and other minorities are fully protected. 


Let me give you another illustration. I respectfully dis- 
agree with your view that race relations are being pushed 
under the rug by this Administration. I recommended 
the extension of the existing voting rights legislation, and 
my Administration pushed, in the House as well as in the 
Senate, to get that reenacted. 


Chuck Percy, sitting here, knows very well how deli- 
cate that situation became at a very last minute, and I 
think this Administration played a considerable part—I 
believe a major part—in making that legislation for 7 
more years. 

In addition, I think in any other area the employment 
of minorities in the Federal Government, not only the em- 
ployment but the advancement of minorities in positions 
of responsibility, has been recognized and carried out by 
this Administration. And I pledge to you that that will be 
our position in the future. 


SCHOOL INTEGRATION 


Q. What about the integration of schools? 

THE PresmweNT. Let me be very frank here. I don’t 
think that forced busing to achieve racial balance is the 
proper way to get quality education. The principal ob- 
jective is to get quality education for all our young people. 
And I think there must be a better way to do it than the 
way some advocate. 

Now, we will carry out whatever the law is and however 
the courts interpret it. Don’t get me wrong. But it is my 
personal conviction and has been for 10 or 15 years that 
there is a better way to get quality education for all of our 
young people than the way some advocate. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, Jerry Abegg, president of Bradley 
University. As president of an independent university, 
may I convey a concern that all of us in higher education 
have for a potentially serious threat to the charitable de- 
duction, which is now being considered by Members of 
the U.S. Congress. The proposals which are being con- 
sidered strike at the heart of American private philan- 
thropy and threaten serious damage to our traditional 
dual system of public and private higher education, which 
that philanthropy has helped to sustain. I would appre- 
ciate any comments about this proposal. 

THE PRESIDENT. It is very interesting. Just last week in 
Vail, Colorado, where I am having a working vacation, 
I met with seven or eight of the top people of the Aspen 
Institute, and in that group were two or three who are 
equally concerned and to some extent represent the private 
colleges in the country, or at least their viewpoint. 

The real problem you face today comes from the 1969 
Internal Revenue Act that was passed. In 69, a limitation 
was put on foundations. It made it more difficult for pri- 
vate colleges to be the beneficiaries of generous citizens or 
generous groups. 

At the present time, there are some additional amend- 
ments before the House Committee on Ways and Means 
that would, in a more harmful way, jeopardize the exist- 
ence of private colleges because it would be more difficult 
under the proposed laws for people to give to these non- 
public institutions. 
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I can assure you that I don’t approve of those proposed 
amendments. And to the extent that we can keep the 
Congress from doing it, my Administration will do so. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

Tue Preswent. And if I might add, I happen to think 
that the public school systems, whether they are primary, 
secondary, or higher education, are made better when they 
have got competition from nonpublic schools—whether 
it is college, higher-education, elementary, or secondary. 
We want a competitive education system in this country. 
It is good for everybody. 


REGULATORY REFORM 


Q. Mr. President, I am H. D. Altorfer, chairman of 
the Central Illinois Industrial Association. In a speech in 
Washington last June 17, you stated that it was your deter- 
mined intention to review every single Government action 
in light of what it will do to free competition and individ- 
ual liberty. This review is to apply across the board to cor- 
porations that seek special monopolistic advantages, as 
well as to radical social theories. 

This intent is to be commended, but as a relatively 
small businessman, it seemed to me the monopolistic ad- 
vantages of the large national labor unions, and in some 
instances the cooperatives, should also be reviewed in light 
of what they are doing to free competition and individual 
liberty. Will you include these in your review also? 

Tue Presiwent. Well, I was referring in that speech 
primarily to the activities of the Federal Government in 
regulation and control. I was not referring to the private 
sector, so to speak. 

On the other hand, under existing antitrust legislation— 
I emphasize under existing antitrust legislation—the De- 
partment of Justice has a mandate, and has had for a 
long period of time, to proceed against monopoly as so 
described in those laws. And the Attorney General, who 
comes from this area of the country, will carry out that 
responsibility. 

Now, we have taken no action. I don’t see the connec- 
tion at this time between the kind of monopoly we were 
attacking, the monopoly of the Federal Government, and 
in the question that you raise. 

There is a distinction and a difference between na- 
tional labor organizations and some governmental opera- 
tions. I happen to think that labor organizations can play 
a proper and do play a very important role. I don’t con- 
done, however, let me be sure, some of the actions of in- 
dividual locals or even in some cases my friends’ actions 
by the national AFL-CIO. But we have no plans at this 
time for any legislation along the lines you are suggesting. 


VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 


Q. Mr. President, my name is Eldon E. Witt. I am the 
executive secretary of the Illinois Association FFA. In 
Illinois, we are proud of the progress that vocational edu- 


cation has made, and I must admit that some of us regis- 
tered some disappointment with the veto of 5901. Now, my 
question is this 

THE Preswent. 5901—I don’t remember the num- 
bers of all of these, the names of all of these. What is 
5901? 

Q. This is a bill, a vocational education funding appro- 
priation. And I am asking now, are you aware of the 
language of House bill 17304, which is a new vocational 
education bill getting us away from this continuing reso- 
lution, and is vocational education a high enough priority 
at the national level to warrant support of this bill? 

Tue Preswent. Well, until I have read the language 
of the bill—and I normally only read the language of the 
proposed laws that come down to me—I can’t make any 
honest, in conscience—make any commitment. 

I can tell you this, however, that I think the record of 
this Administration in supporting education, including vo- 
cational education, is a good one. 

As a matter of fact, in the education recommendations 
in the budget for fiscal 1976, which is the year that began 
this July, there is a considerable amount more in funding 
recommended than in the previous fiscal year. 

I am concerned about education, but in the multitude 
of requests for money that come from a tremendous num- 
ber of good causes, and the availability of our country’s 
resources in taxes or in borrowing, somebody—and unfor- 
tunately in my case it is me—I have to somehow weave 
in the proper relationship and the proper priorities. 

But I can tell you from my own personal history in the 
Congress and otherwise, we will do as well as we possibly 
can for vocational education. 

Q. Thank you. 

Tue PresipENT. Won’t you all sit down just a minute? 
They have asked me to sum up with another minute or 
two. 

I thank you, and I think it is obvious to you I have 
enjoyed this stimulating and informative session. I have 
tried to gather that these are two-way conferences, two- 
fold is one way to put it, two-way communication another. 

We came to Peoria to listen as well as to speak, and 
judging by that standard, I believe the conference has 
been a success. 

It’s my strong and very deep conviction that to do its job 
well, the Government must be tuned—tuned into the 
people it serves. It must be open, it must be responsive as 
it maintains a two-way conversation with citizens from all 
walks of life. 

Today, you have heard about agriculture from Earl 
[Butz], about the economy from John Dunlop—John 
Dunlop and Bill Seidman—and about energy from Frank 
Zarb, about education from Commissioner Bell, and about 
the environment from Russ Train. 

I know they have tried to give each and every one of 
you an idea of what this Administration’s goals are and 
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where we are heading in our efforts—and I say most sin- 
cerely—in our efforts to develop some new directions 
while strengthening the basic free enterprise system and 
the values which make America great. 

But just as importantly, we have also heard from you, 
from the men and women representing nearly every facet 
of life in the Peoria area. And I thank all of you—labor, 
business, industry, education, farming, the minority com- 
munity, women’s groups, the press, and the legal profes- 
sion. I am grateful that you participated. 

This is the seventh Presidential town hall meeting that 
I have had the privilege of attending. The more of them 
that I attend, the more I learn and the more optimistic 
I become about America’s long-term future. In the people 
gathered here in this room and millions of others like you 
around the country, we have one of the priceless natural 
resources that will never be depleted. 

And as long as we can meet together and work together 
like this, in an atmosphere of candor, trust, and mutual 
respect, there is no problem we can’t solve together. 

And after all, that is what America is really all about— 
people with different ideas, different approaches, from all 
walks of life, pulling together to make this great country 
a better place for all of us. 

You know they did it in 1776 in Independence Hall. 
We, too, can do it 200 years later. 

Thank you very, very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 


at the Peoria Hilton Hotel, after being introduced by William J. 
Baroody, Jr., Assistant to the President for Public Liaison. 


Meeting With Wheat Growers 


The President’s Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Participants in the Meeting in Vail, 
Colorado. August 20,1975 


THE PRESIDENT. It is nice to see you all this morning, and 
I am delighted you are out here, along with myself, 
enjoying some of the opportunities in Vail. I think you 
all know how much I like the place, and I hope you do, 
too. 

Let me just say a word or two about, I think, an ex- 
tremely important problem that we have that involves, of 
course, the farmers, involves consumers, involves, as we all 
know, the action taken by the AFL-CIO. It also involves 
some very important implications as far as American 
foreign policy is concerned. 

My feeling, as far as agriculture was concerned, was 
expressed pretty fully in my remarks to people in Iowa 
at the Iowa State Fair. I believe that the policy that we 
followed of full production for American agriculture is 
right. 

This is a great asset that we have in America, the avail- 
ability of tremendous production in wheat, corn, and feed 


grains, and the American farmers have responded mag- 
nificently in this regard. 

We ended up, according to the August estimates, with 
an increase of about 9 percent of the wheat crop this year 
over last year, although the August estimate indicated 
there was approximately a 2-percent drop from the earlier 
forecast. 

The corn crop for this year, based on the August esti- 
mate, is about 26 percent above the production of last 
year. On the other hand, it is about 3 percent less than 


- what the estimate was of the previous month. 


When I was in Iowa, they had a good rain the night be- 
fore, for which I took credit. [Laughter] The net result, 
according to the agricultural people that I talked with, it 
won’t have much of an impact on the production in Iowa 
as far as corn is concerned. 

Fortunately, however, they indicated to me that the 
soybean crop would be the beneficiary. I am no expert, but 
according to them, they felt that, because of the nature of 
your soybeans, that this particular rain would be signifi- 
cantly helpful to them. 

We want full production from agriculture. It is good 
for the farmer. It is good for the consumer. I think it is 
good for the country as a whole. It gives us great flexibility 
in providing for us, the United States, to help feed a good 
many mouths around the world where they need extra 
food, and, at the same time, it gives us some flexibility in 
our overall execution of foreign policy. 

There has been, and I think properly so, some action 
taken by the Secretary of Agriculture until the next crop 
report, which comes out September 11. It certainly is an- 
ticipated there will be future sales abroad. But I think 
until we see just what that September 11 crop report 
shows, we have to be somewhat discreet in how we handle 
the problem. 

We want to sell more. We will sell more. But I think in 
the overall context of the multitude of problems and the 
variety of cross interests, it is in the best interest to show 
some restraint until that time. 

I can assure you that I am on top of the problem, work- 
ing with Earl Butz and John Dunlop and the other people 
in the Administration. I get virtually daily reports on the 
situation, and I can assure you that we will use our best 
judgment to try and protect the interests of not only agri- 
culture but others, not only at home but abroad. 

I will be glad to answer any questions. 


QUESTIONS 


Q. Mr. President, we know that you realize the problem, 
but I would like to emphasize one thing that when the 
present Administration, your Administration, asked us 
to increase production, all of that production has to be ex- 
ported, because we were producing more than we needed, 
and we would just like to emphasize that we must have 
access to these world markets. 
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THE PresmENT. I am sure you know that we have 
sold so far about 9.8 million tons to the Soviet Union. 
They have had a serious crop failure. The extent of that 
crop failure is not known precisely at this time, but I think 
most knowledgeable people recognize that they un- 
doubtedly will be in the market for additional sales. 

How much that will be, no one knows at this time. But 
if we act, I think, reasonably and rationally in this situa- 
tion, the extra production, the full production that the 
farmer was asked to undertake earlier this year and late 
last year in the winter wheat crop—I am sure that the 
price of wheat, the price of corn, will be a good price and 
will return a good net income to the American farmer. 

I think most of you know, I am sure better than I, that 
in the last month there has been—maybe a month and a 
half—there has been an increase in the price of wheat 
from around $3 to around $4 a bushel. The price of corn 
has gone from roughly $2.50 a bushel up to about $3 a 
bushel. These price increases under the market conditions, 
I think, are fully justified. I don’t think we want to have 
the kind of total disturbance in the market that took place 
in some of the years past. 

It is better for the farmer, I think, to have a solid in- 
come, a good net income, and we are going to make sure 
that that takes place. 

Q. Mr. President, as I am sure you know, producers 
are very much concerned about the recent action of the 
longshoremen. In the first 6 months of this year, the price 
of wheat went down about one-third to us. The price of 
bread did not go down, and, in fact, may have increased. 
My question to you now is, can you tell us any very recent 
development in the longshoremen’s action to not load our 
grain? 

THE PresipenT. It is my judgment that the best way 
to solve that problem is to lower our voices and to try and 
work out a negotiated settlement. 

I expect to be in communication with the Secretary of 
Labor, who is in contact with the people in the labor 
movement. But it seems to me, rather than to accelerate 
the confrontation, it is better if we more or less lower our 
voices and try to negotiate a settlement. 

I think it is obvious that if everybody talks loudly, it 
makes it more difficult for us to get an answer. People get 
frozen into positions. 

I think the differences are soluble, and I am working 
on it today to try and bring the parties together so we can 
talk in a rational, reasonable way in trying to protect the 
interests not only of the farmer but American labor, the 
consumer, and the country as a whole. 

If we just lower our voices a bit, I think we can solve 
the problem so we will ship the grain, the farmer will get 
his product on the world market, where it ought to be, and 
the consumers’ interests will likewise be protected. 

Q. Mr. President, it is a real pleasure to have you with 
us. I will thank you for making most of my speech, and 


you did a real good job. You sure did. He knows some- 
thing about it, and that is just great. 

Tue PresipENT. You know a lot more about it than 
I do. I am learning, though. 

Q. Well, I think you just did great. He was quoting facts 
and figures that we have been talking about here the last 
few days. 

As you know, Mr. President, two out of every three 


‘ bushels of wheat we produced this year must find a home 


overseas if our wheat farmers are to have the solid income 
that you speak about. And I was so glad to hear your re- 
marks. But our farmers, our wheat farmers are really 
concerned that the gate is not wide open now. And we 
just hope that it can be opened, the export gate can be 
opened, wide soon because they are concerned. 

We can export 1.3 billion bushels of wheat and still 
have more wheat than we had last year, in fact, enough for 
all of our domestic food uses for another year in 1975. 

Thank you, sir. 

Tue Presment. As I indicated, production is up 
about 19 percent, and 90 percent of the total wheat crop 
of winter and spring wheat is in already. And the rest will 
be in the next month or so. 

Wheat is one of the very important products we want 
to sell overseas. Corn is another one. The corn crop—it 
won't be as firm by September as the wheat crop will be, 
but at least we will have a better fix on where we are. I 
am convinced that when we get those facts together and 
get the parties down to seeing what we can do, we want 
the grain shipped overseas. 

As I said in my speech in Des Moines the other day, last 
year the total American agricultural shipment overseas 
was about $22 billion. We shipped in other agricultural 
commodities, as I recall, about $10 billion. So we had a 
net surplus of roughly $12 billion. 

If we had not had that surplus in our balance of trade 
from our tremendous agricultural production, this coun- 
try would be in serious straits right now, particularly with 
the impact of the foreign oil that has risen in price very 
substantially. So, we need this overseas sale of American 
agriculture, and we are going to find a way to make it 
certain. 

But I think if we all just cool it a bit, it will be in the 
best interests of everybody until we can sit down and re- 
fine the issues in the first place, the issues of the consumer, 
from the point of view of one part of our society. 

The maritime industry feels they have been short- 
changed, because instead of getting a third of the grain 
shipments as they were promised, they have ended up 
with about 21 percent or less. And we are in the process 
right now of negotiating with the Soviet Union to try 
and get a better freight rate for American bottoms. This 
is another aspect of the problem. 

It is my recollection that on Monday of this week, the 
Department of Commerce people met with the Soviet 
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negotiators trying to get a better price, better freight 
rate—if that is the right term—so that more American 
bottoms can be involved in the shipment of American 
agriculture to the Soviet Union. So, there are many, many 
pieces of this very complicated problem. 

And I can assure you that I and this Administration are 
on top of it, and we have good people working on it. But 
if we just cool it a little bit for the time being, then I am 
confident we can find some answers. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

Tue Preswent. I might just say in conclusion, it is my 
recollection this organization was initially put together by 
an old and very dear friend of mine, Cliff Hope. 

When I first came to the Congress, Cliff Hope was the 
ranking Republican on the House Committee on Agri- 
culture. I became a very close and good friend of Cliff's. 
I learned a lot, not only about Congress from Cliff but a 
good bit about agriculture from Cliff. 

So through that channel, I do have at least some con- 
nection with your organization. Cliff was a great Mem- 
ber of the Congress but also a totally dedicated person to 
American agriculture. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at the Holiday Inn where 
members of the boards of directors of the following organizations 
were meeting: the National Association of Wheat Growers, the 
Western Wheat Associates, and the Great Plains Wheat Associates. 


As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


Disaster Assistance for Florida 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following Heavy 
Rains and Flooding. August 22, 1975 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Florida as a result of heavy rains and flooding, 
beginning about July 28, which caused extensive public, 
private, and agricultural property damage. The Presi- 
dent’s action will permit the use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing, disaster 
unemployment assistance payments to those who lost their 
jobs as a result of the floods, debris removal, and the re- 
pair or restoration of damaged or destroyed streets, roads, 


bridges, and public facilities and utilities. Low-interest- 
rate disaster loans will be made available by the Small 
Business Administration under the authorities of Public 
Law 93-24, and emergency loan assistance will be made 
available by the Farmers Home Administration. 


Federal relief activities in Florida will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development, under the 
direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. Dunne 
will designate the specific areas within the State eligible 
for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and St-te 
damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas P. Credle, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region IV, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer to 
work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Vail, Colo. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 


August 15 


The President hosted a dinner in Vail, Colo., for 
officials of and participants in the Aspen Institute. 


August 18 

The President went to Rifle, Colo., to inspect an oil 
shale operation run by the Paraho Development Cor- 
poration and the Colony Development Operation. Fol- 
lowing the inspection tour, the President continued on to 
Grand Junction, Colo., where he met with members of 
the Colorado West Area Council of Governments at 
Walker Field. 

In Des Moines, Iowa, the President held separate 
meetings at the Fort Des Moines Hotel with: 

—J. Merle Anderson, president, and Ken Thatcher, 

executive director, of the Iowa Farm Bureau; and 

—Merlyn Grodt, president of the Soybean Council. 

The President left Des Moines in the evening and went 
to Minneapolis, Minn., where he stayed overnight. 


August 19 

In Minneapolis, the President telephoned Representa- 
tive Bob Bergland of Minnesota to express his condolences 
on the death of the Congressman’s son, Jon, who died in 
an automobile accident on August 17. 

The President held a breakfast meeting with a group 
of editors, publishers, and broadcast executives at L’Hotel 
Sofitel. Following the breakfast, the President met with a 
group of Minnesota Republicans. 
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Following visits to Pekin and Peoria, Ill., the President 
returned to Vail, Colo. 





887 


The President has designated George C. Eads, of the 
District of Columbia, to serve as Acting Director of the 
Council on Wage and Price Stability. 


August 20 


The President has designated John C. Miller, of Port 
Clinton, Ohio, to serve as Acting General Counsel of the 


National Labor Relations Board. 


August 21 


The President met in Vail, Colo., with Dr. Neil Jacoby, 
a member of the management committee of Occidental 


Petroleum, to discuss oil shale development. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress being in recess, no nom- 
inations were submitted to the Senate dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue. 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed dur- 
ing the period covered by this issue, are not 
included in the issue. 


Released August 16, 1975 


News conference: on the decontrol of oil 
prices and the state of the economy—by 
Frank G. Zarb, Administrator, Federal 
Energy Administration, and Alan Green- 
span, Chairman, Council of Economic Ad- 
visers 


Released August 17, 1975 

News conference: on his upcoming trip to the 
Middle East—by Henry A. Kissinger, Secre- 
tary of State 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES—Continued 


Released August 18, 1975 


Advance text: remarks at the Iowa State Fair 
in Des Moines 


Released August 19, 1975 

Advance text: remarks at the American Le- 
gion national convention in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 

Advance text: remarks at the dedication of 
the Everett McKinley Dirksen Congres- 
sional Leadership Research Center in Pekin, 
Til. 

Advance text: remarks at the White House 
Conference on Domestic and Economic Af- 
fairs in Peoria, Il. 








Editor’s Note 


Note Concerning the Closing Time of This Issue 


The President was in Vail, Colo., at the cutoff time of 
this issue. Releases issued there but not received in time 
for inclusion in this issue will be printed next week. 
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cialist Republics 
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Romania, trade agreement with U.S_-_ 
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Grain agreement with U.S____ 739, 817, 859 
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Upper Mississippi River Basin Commis- 
sion 
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Veterans Disability Compensation and 
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to House of Representatives 
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Vickerman, John 
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United Nations membership 
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Wage and Price Stability, Council on 
Chairman 





viii 





Webster, Donald A 
Wedgeworth, Robert 
Weinberger, Caspar W 





712, 846, 847, 849 
Welfare agencies, voluntary social._.... 712 
Welfare p 
Child support 
PBS interview 


White, Justice Byron R. 
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